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Letter to Members

Amy Center and 
student Ella Clark

Dear USHJA Members,
I’m con� dent that each of you has a great passion 

for the horse. And I know that we all have a myriad 
of experiences being around them—so many di� er-
ent stories to share and learn from. 

Ours is a unique sport in that it centers around 
sentient, and rather large, beings and our partner-
ships with them. And, unfortunately, we can’t just 

communicate with them 
via phone or text message. 
� is makes the road to fully 
understanding the horse and 
every aspect surrounding our 
equine industry a lifelong 
journey of education.

I’ve o� en told newcomers 
to the equestrian world, “If 
anyone ever tells you they 
know everything about this 
sport or industry … RUN!” 
It’s true that no matter how 
long we’ve been in and 
around horses, how many 
miles we have spent in the 
saddle or hours in the barn, 
we will always learn more as 
we journey forward. Being 
open to that education, and, 
better yet, seeking it out, is vi-
tal to our success in the sport 
and, as a trainer, to the lives of 
the horses and riders we may 
a� ect.

I’m o� en surprised where 
I discover new educational gems and how they come 
about. Most every trainer I know can recall a time 
that a young and/or inexperienced rider pointed 
out something so simple or stated something so ef-
fortlessly that it gave us greater insight into our own 
knowledge. Similarly, every horse is a better teacher 
than any two-legged one when we take the time to 
listen. Of course, we wisely learn from our mentors, 
from those who have achieved greater heights than 
we have in the sport, but we can also � nd education 
from a multitude of other sources.  

We are fortunate to belong to the USHJA, an as-

sociation that values education. � e Horsemanship 
Quiz Challenge, the Emerging Athletes Program, the 
Gold Star Clinics and the soon-to-be-released Train-
er Credentialing Program are just a few examples 
demonstrating that the USHJA prioritizes education.  

� ere are a variety of ways to take advantage of 
these programs with little to no expense and without 
the requirement of horse ownership or competitive 
results. � e USHJA cultivates resources for young 
and mature, professional and amateur, and all levels, 
to expand their knowledge and learn more about 
horses and their world. 

In this issue of USHJ A In Stride, which is focused 
on education, you’ll � nd other ways we can all con-
tinue to expand our knowledge. 

� e webinars that were developed and have been 
instrumental during the COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinue to open doors to education for everyone. You 
can read highlights about the webinar explaining the 
current USEF Equitation Tests in this issue and � nd 
a sidebar on the many webinars that are free to access 
on the USHJA website (see p. 36). 

Learning to be better organized is possible using 
both old-school methods and new technologies. 
In this issue, trainers from across the country share 
their behind-the-scenes methodologies that help 
them keep their horses healthy and riders of all levels 
achieving their competitive goals (see p. 28).

Of course, the tried-and-true methods of reading, 
watching and listening never go out of style. We can 
and should all take the time to prioritize education, 
and we can all learn from every aspect and level of 
our sport. 

No matter our age or experience, we will never sur-
pass the need to increase our equestrian knowledge. 
And you wouldn’t have read to the end of my letter if 
you didn’t share this great passion for the horse with 
me. I am very thankful we all have these two qualities 
in common!” 
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of Education
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